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A NATIONAL APPEAL, 


HE following appeal has been issued from Washington in behalf of the American Bible 
Society, signed by eminent public men from all sections of the country : 

The AMERICAN BrsLeE Society for nearly eighty-eight years has pursued its single aim 
of circulating the Bible without note or comment in this and all lands. For this purpose it has 
been concerned in securing translations of the Scriptures in nearly one hundred languages. It 
sustains a close relation to the Christian churches of the United States as the ally and helper of 
their mission work at home and abroad, and as such deserves and receives their support. But, in 
addition, the effect of its labor has been very marked upon our whole civilization. To have 
circulated, as it has done, seventy-two million Bibles, Testaments or portions thereof, is to have 
powerfully contributed to the moral health of the world. The social fabric of modern states has 
no surer foundation than the Bible, especially in a republic like ours, which rests upon the moral 
character and educated judgment of the individual. 

No thoughtful man can doubt that to decrease the circulation and use of the Bible among the 
people would seriously menace the highest interest of civilized humanity. 

Inasmuch as the work of the Society is in danger of being seriously crippled from lack of 
funds, its appeals for aid should meet generous response from all who love American institutions, 
We owe a debt to the Bible which can be partly paid now by carrying forward this great under- 
‘taking with increased vigor. 

THEODORE ROOSEVELT GEORGE B.CORTELYOU THOMAS R. BARD 

GROVER CLEVELAND JOHN HAY F, M. COCKRELL 


MELVILLE W. FULLER JOHN W. FOSTER R. A. ALGER 
} JOHN M. HARLAN WILLIAM P. FRYE JOHN DALZELL 
; DAVID J. BREWER JOHN T. MORGAN : SERENO E. PAYNE 
¢ L. M. SHAW H. C. LODGE JOHN S. WILLIAMS 
j JAMES WILSON GEORGE F. HOAR . W. J. BRYAN 


CHAUNCEY M. DEPEW 


THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY IN NEED OF FUNDS. 


HE Board of Managers of the American Bible Society at the close of the present fiscal year, 

Maich 31, 1904, will have so far expended the funds at its disposal that, unless large contri- 
: butions are received in the meanwhile, it will be imperative upon it to seriously curtail its 
work, and it may even be compelled in some fields to discontinue the distribution of the Bible. The 
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This falling off has been largely due to decrease in gifts from legacies. The permanent trust 


funds in the hands of the Society, which amount to $522,120.72, yield an income only sufficient to 
arry on the present work of the Society for a few weeks. The only other income-bearing property 
f the Society is the Bible House, which was given for the especial purpose of meline 


Society’s work. The rentals of the portion not used by the Society are applied to! the cost of 


istration, thereby in large 


y also has as assets its plant and its stock of books at home and abroad, but these of course 


benevolent receipts of the last year have fallen about $50,000 below the average for the last ten © 


a home for | 


measure relieving the benevolent funds of these expenses. The ' 


o 
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yield no income. The regular gifts from the churches and individuals must be very greatly in- 
creased, and large special gifts must be received before April 1, 1904, or the work of the ee 
Bible Society, at home and abroad, will be seriously curtailed, to the injury of the missionary wor 


of the American churches. 


All funds for the American Bible Society should be sent directly to Mr. William Foulke, 


Treasurer, Bible House, Astor Place, New York. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


HE American Bible Society has always had 

friends and counselors among public men 

eminent in national life. Elias Boudinot, Pres- 
ident of the Continental Congress, was its first 
president, and this initiative has been in general 
maintained ever since. The ‘‘ National Appeal” 
which we publish is thus no new departure, as it 
fully conforms with all the Society’s tradition and 
history. The spirit with which it was signed was well 
expressed to one of the Secretaries by one of the 
signers as he affixed his name—“ / consider this just 
as much my business as itis yours.’ The Centenary 
meetings in London will receive the countenance and 
support of British publicists. On this side of the 
Atlantic it is highly encouraging to the friends of 
the Society to find such unmistakable evidence that 
American statesmen are of like mind as to the value 
of the Bible to the moral life of nations. 


ea NATIONAL APPEAL” in behalf of the 

American Bible Society indicates some- 

what the standing and history of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society, but still more of the Bible itself. 
No other book so surely evokes such words as those 
printed above. The twenty-two signers of this state- 
ment and appeal are representative men in many 
senses. Their appeal could be multiplied by twenty- 
two times twenty-two without difficulty. It has gone 
out to the four corners of the land, and we believe 
will not be unheeded. The Board of Managers and 
the executive officers of the Society have felt it in- 
cumbent on them to do all in their power to concen- 
trate the attention of their constituency on the crisis 
. in its affairs, We have strong hopes that the result 
will be a great enlargement of our work rather than 
a contraction of it. Surely the American Christian 
churches will not consent to any other result. Out- 
side of the Christian churches there is a large body 
of men and women who, while not professed Chris- 
tians, are friends of the Church and the Bible, and they 
also will claim their share in this work. But we ear- 
nestly beg our friends to remember that he who gives 


promptly gives twice. The time is near at hand when 
our work must be planned for another year; arrange- 
ments must be made with the Agents and colporteurs 
in distant lands. Itis not just to them to leave them 
in uncertainty—indeed, this cannot be done. The 
responses to our appeal must mark out the course for 
us to pursue. Some of these have already come, and 
they are generous and gratifying, but thus far no such 
amounts have been received as substantially alter the 
situation. 


NIVERSAL BIBLE SUNDAY.—We are now 
U able to announce that arrangements are on 

foot which will result in a worthy observance 
of Universal Bible Sunday. It has been thought fit- 
ting that in Washington there should be special em- 
phasis laid upon this date. A union service will be 
held in St. John’s Protestant Episcopal Church on 
Sunday, March 6th, and will be thoroughly repre-— 
sentative in its composition and character. The Pres- 
ident of the United States will attend this service. 

An appeal has been issued to the churches of New 
York which appears on another page, and it will be 
seen that the signatures to this appeal are also repre- 
sentative. It was felt that in so large a city as New 
York a union meeting was impracticable. 

The Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions have 
also passed a special resolution respecting Universal 
Bible Sunday. We now appeal to the Christian min- 
isters and churches throughout the country generally, 
to take up the example thus set and hold either union 
services or special services and sermons in their own — 
churches, or both, and let us have from one end ofthe — 
country to another an outburst of praise and thanks-_ 


giving to God for the blessing of an open Bible. = 


W* have great pleasure in publishing in snare 
column the words of strong commendation : 

and appreciation which have recently co e 
to us from the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions, the Presbyterian Board of Fore 


March, 1904 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, the Presbyterian 
Board of Home Missions, and the Presbyterian Board 
of Publication and Sunday School Work, in view of the 
We beg 
to assure these boards of our cordial appreciation and 
gratitude. 


financial emergency we are trying to meet. 


HE Board of Managers, as noted elsewhere, 

cabled their congratulations to the Rev. An- 

drew M. Milne on his completion of forty years 
of successful service as the Agent of the Society in 
the La Plata. Forty years in the ‘‘ Neglected Conti- 
nent!” Surely there has been no neglect by Mr. 
Milne, and if we could fill South America with such 
laborers as he, the reproach implied in this designa- 
tion for South America would speedily be lifted. He 
has been a pioneer in Bible work, pressing with un- 
tiring tread back and forth across the Andes, from 
Buenos Ayres to Lima, and Valparaiso, Chili, and 
back again. Nothing has daunted or wearied him. 
The Society has uttered its verdict of loving approval, 


; 
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praying that God will spare him for many years be- 
fore he hears the Master’s final “Well done, thou good 
and faithful servant.” 


ee of the management of the American 
Bible Society have recently appeared, and an 
answer has been made to them in the journals 

in which they were published. It seems scarcely 
We will gladly 


furnish copies of our reply to any of our friends who 


necessary to produce them here. 


will write to the Secretaries. 


\ lees letters received by us bearing on “ Uni- 
versal Bible Sunday” are of great interest. 

By the kind permission of the Rt. Rev. 
Lewis W. Burton, Bishop of Lexington, we are 
allowed to publish his letter to the clergy of his 
diocese. It may suggest and stimulate interest in 
the mode of obsérvance. We have prepared an 
order of service for those who may wish to avail 
themselves of it. 


FRIENDLY WORDS FROM MISSIONARY BOARDS. 


‘The Following Comments from Several Boards of Foreign and Home Missions Attest the Sympathy of Christian 
Churches with each other, and of all with the American Bible Society, a Catholic Bond of Union between them All. 


FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF FOR- 
EIGN MISSIONS, THE AMERICAN BOARD OF 
COMMISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS, 
AND THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
OF THE REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA. 

New YORK, January 18, 1904. 
Secretary American Bible Society: 
HE Board heard with great concern that, unless 
larger gifts are at once received, the American 
' Bible Society will be forced ‘‘to curtail seri- 
7 ously its work, and it may even be compelled in some 
_ fields to discontinue the distribution of the Bible.”’ 
H The Board regards the Bible Society, not as a com- 
_ petitive but as a co-operative agency in foreign mis- 
sions. One of the first and most fundamental duties 
_of the missionary is to translate the Word of God into 
the vernacular, for manifestly no people can be evan- 
gelized and no church can be built up without the 
Bible. The American Bible Society in printing and 
translating the Scriptures has done for the cause of 
‘missions an indispensable work which otherwise the 
_ several Boards of Foreign Missions would have had 
to do for themselves separately and at large expense, 
while it has done in addition a large and important 
work in distributing the printed Bible. 
he crippling of the Bible Society, therefore, would 
sive the crippling of the missionary work of all 


‘ 


our churches. For this reason, as well as because of 
the noble history and great usefulness of the Bible 
Society at home as well as abroad, we cannot view 
its embarrassment without serious disquiet. 

The Board, therefore, expresses the earnest hope 
that all the friends of the Bible and of missions will, 
without lessening their gifts to other causes, so 
promptly and generously come to the relief of the 
Society that by the close of the fiscal year, March 
31st, the Society can not only continue its splendid 
work but increase it. On behalf of the Board, 

ArtTHuR J. Brown, Secretary Presbyterian 
Board, - 
E. E. Srronc, Secretary American Board of 

Commtssioners for Foreign Missions, 
Henry N. Coss, Secretary Board of Foreign 
Missions of Reformed Church in America. 
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RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY ACT OF THE 
_ PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF HOME MISSIONS 
AT ITS MEETING THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 
4, 1904. 

N view of the approaching centennial of the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society, and the recom- 
mendation by the last General Assembly that the © 
one hundredth anniversary be observed by our 
churches in some appropriate way, the Board of Home 
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Missions takes this occasion to say that it recognizes 
the value of the American Bible Society to all the 
missionary interests of our church. It gratefully 
acknowledges the help which that Society has given 
to this Board in various ways, and it earnestly hopes 
that it will be so sustained by the liberality of the 
churches that its work may go on with increasing 
strength and success. 
CHARLES L. THompsoON, Secretary. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICA- 
TIONS AND SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK HAVE 
ADOPTED THE FOLLOWING, AS APPEARS 
IN THEIR LAST ANNUAL REPORT. 


O the American Bible Society the thanks of 
aly the Board, and especially of this Department, 
are again given. During another year that 
Society has promptly responded to all requests for 
Bibles and Testaments to be gratuitously distributed 
by our missionaries. In sodoing it has greatly assisted 
our labors. $ 


ACTION OF THE MISSIONARY SOCIETY OF 
THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 


URING the year 1903 the American Bible So- 
ciety expended for the distribution of the Bible 
upon mission fields, including those occupied 

by the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, the sum of $234,412. If the appropriations 
for salaries for the Bible Society’s foreign agents be 
added, we must increase this amount by $25,900, thus 
making a grand total of $260,312. 

Therefore it is with deep concern we have heard, 
that unless larger gifts are at once received, the 
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American Bible Society will be forced to curtail seri- 
ously its work, and it may even be compelled in some 
fields to discontinue the distribution of the Bible. 
We regard the Bible Society not as a competitive 
but as a co-operative agency in foreign missions. 
One of the first and most fundamental duties of the 
missionary is to translate the Word of God into the 
vernacular, for manifestly no people can be evangel- 
ized, and no church can be built up, without the Bible. 
The American Bible Society, in printing and translat- 
ing the Scriptures, has done for the cause of missions 
an indispensable work which otherwise the several 


boards of foreign missions would have had to do for | 


themselves separately and at large expense, while 
it has done in addition a large and important work 
in distributing the printed Bible. 

The crippling of the Bible Society therefore would 
involve the crippling of the missionary work of all 
the churches. For this reason, as well as because of 
the noble history and great usefulness of the Bible 
Society at home as well as abroad, we cannot view its 
embarrassment without serious disquiet. 

We therefore unite in commending the American 
Bible Society anew to the churches of America and 
in expressing the earnest hope that all the friends of 
the Bible and of missions will, without lessening their 
gifts to other causes, so promptly come to its relief 
that by the close of the fiscal year, March 3rst, the 
Society can not only continue its splendid work but 
increase it. 


Rev. WILLIAM F. ANDERSON, D.D. 
Committee.< Rev. C.-S. Wine, D.D. 
Joun S, McLean. 


Officers ( Bishop EDWARD G. ANDREws, D.D., LL.D. 
of the « Rev. A. B. LEONARD, D.D. 
Society. (Rev. H. K. CARROLL, LL.D. 


UNIVERSAL BIBLE SUNDAY. 


We have Received Many Communications as to Universal Bible Sunday. 


which in Different Ways Indicate the Attitude of Christian Churches toward It, 


A PASTORAL LETTER FROM THE BISHOP 
OF LEXINGTON. 
THE BISHOP’S RESIDENCE, 
LEXINGTON, Ky., January 18, 1904. 
To the Reverend Clergy of the Diocese of Lexington: 
My DEAR BRETHREN: 

I wish to express to you my glad following of our 
Presiding Bishop in declaring his hearty approval of, 
and earnest sympathy in, the plan of observing Sun 
day, March 6th next, as Bible Sunday throughout the 
world, in celebration of the Centennial Anniversary 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society—‘‘a day,”’ to 
use the language of the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
speaking for himself and for the Archbishop of York, 
“for special commemoration of the blessings con- 

ferred upon the world by the free circulation of the 
Holy Scriptures in the vernacular languages.” 


I should think it appropriate that the sermons of 
that day should bear upon subjects suggested by the 
commemoration; and, to make the services so far as 
possible harmonious with that keynote, I would ap- 


point, as discretionary alternates to the psalms and ~ 


lessons for the day, the following : 
Proper Psalms—a. m., « and 19; p. m., 119, 1-32. 
Lessons—a, m., Neh. 8, 1-12; I. Pet. 1, 3 to end— 
p- m.,' Deut. 6; II. Tim. 3, 10; 4, 8. 


Special Collects — Second in Advent; St. Mark; 


St. Peter; St. Bartholomew. 
For Conventions (adapted). 
Last Collect in Ordering of Priests (adapted). 


Begging God to bless the services to the spread and 


fruitfulness of his Holy Word, I am, ‘ 
Affectionately your Bishop, \ 
Lewis W. Burton. 


ae 
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We Can only Make Room for Two, © 


March, 1904 


MINUTE ADOPTED BY PRESBYTERIAN 
BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS (U. S. A.,), 
FEBRUARY J, 1904. 


HE Board would express its deep interest in 

the appointment by the British and Foreign 

Bible Society of March 6, 1904, as a “ Univer- 

sal Bible Sunday” to be observed in connection with 

the Centenary of that Society as a day of thanksgiv- 
ing for its great and blessed work of a century. 

The Board is in full sympathy with the suggestion 

and with the hearty responses which have been given 

thereto by ecclesiastical and missionary organizations 
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in all parts of the world. It gladly adds its influence to 
this memorable movement, and, mindful of the great 
indebtedness of its missionary work to the co-opera - 
tion of the British and Foreign, and the American 
Bible Societies, it would express the hope that Sun- 
day, March 6, 1904, may be generally observed by 
churches and Sabbath schools in thanksgiving and 
prayer, and in sermons and addresses appropriate to 
the occasion. 

Resolved, That copies of this minute be sent to the 
Bible Societies above named, and also to the religious 
papers of our church. 


UNIVERSAL BIBLE SUNDAY IN NEW YORK CITY. 


HE following letter has been sent to the minis- 
ters in New York City concerning Universal 
Bible Sunday: 

DEAR BRETHREN: 

The Secretaries of the American Bible Society, in 
obedience to the action of the Board of Managers, 
bring to your attention the celebration of ‘‘ Universal 
Bible Sunday ”’ on the 6th of March, 1904. 

This day is one ot peculiar significance in modern 
Christianity as marking the One Hundredth Anniver- 
sary of organized effort to give the Holy Scriptures 
to all the peoples of the earth in their own languages 
and dialects. 

The British and Foreign Bible Society—the elder 
sister of the American Bible Society—was organized 
on the 7th of March, 1804. The American Bible 
Society was organized but little over a decade later 
in May, 1816. Other organizations of a similar char- 
acter arose in the early part of the nineteenth century 
in Scotland, on the Continent, and in distant lands. 
The results of one hundred years of effort to give the 
Scriptures to all nations are incalculable. The British 
and Foreign Bible Society has during this period cir- 
culated over 180,000,000 copies of the Scriptures, the 
American Bible Society over 72,000,000, and it is 
unquestioned that the entire circulation of the Scrip- 
tures during this one hundred years through these 
and similar agencies has approximated 300,000,000, 
This has involved the translation of the Scriptures 
into many languages and dialects. The whole story 
is one of romantic interest and worthy of celebration. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


A RECORD BIBLE JOURNEY FROM CAMPANA, 
BUENOS AYRES, TO ORURO, BOLIVIA. 


R. MILNE writes as follows from Buenos 
Ayres. He has those like-minded with him 
to share his enthusiasm for the Quechua 
Indians : 

In a former communication reference was made to 


In England on the 6th of March the King and Queen 
are to attend a special service at St. Paul’s. Special 
services are to be held in Washington, at which the 
President of the United States will be present, and 
meetings will be held in the principal centers of this 
country and in other parts of the world. 

The American Bible Society respectfully requests 
you to join in this celebration and make the signifi- 
cant facts connected with this historical movement 
known to your people by special sermons or addresses 
on this day. Very sincerely yours, 

JoHn Fox, 

WiuuiaM I. HAvEn, 

EDWARD P. INGERSOLL, 
Corresponding Secretaries. 


Approved and signed by 

Epwarpv G. ANDREWS, Bishop Methodist Episcopal 
Church. t 

A. H. Evans, Moderator, Presbytery of New York. 

F, E. SHEARER, Clerk, Presbytery of New York. 

Henry C, Porter, Bishop of New York. 

Davip N. GREER, Coadjutor Bishop of New York. 

DavipJ. BURRELL. Pastor Marble Collegiate Church. 

Aubert J. Lyman, Pastor South Congregational 
Church, Brooklyn. 

Henry A. STIMSON, Manhattan Congregational 
Church. 

G. F. Krotet, Pastor Advent Lutheran Church. 


February 15, 1904. 
/ 


Mr. H. H. Pulling, one of the missionaries of the 
Australasian South American Mission as one whose 
heart responded to the Macedonian call in behalf of 
the Quechua Indians, and of our admiration for his 
faith and courage in undertaking such a long and 
difficult journey without any human companion, and 
with but little or no experience of the country. 

We rejoice to say that he has safely and most suc- — 


' 
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cesstully carried out his programme. He has fur- 
nished us with the first part of his ‘‘ Notes on the Way,” 
and has promised the remaining part later on. 

Campana is a flourishing town on the Parana de 
las Palmas, and is situated some fifty miles northwest 
of the city of Buenos Ayres. Here the Australasian 
South American Mission has a prospering little mis- 
sion, with a day school and Sunday school in addition 
to the regular preaching services. 

Just as our appeal had reached his own heart, 
Mr. Pulling’s appeal reached the heart of some of his 
hearers, when he told them of the Quechua Indians 
and his own purpose to carry the Gospel to them. 
One of the converts, a poor woman, who had heard 
him, brought four dollars, paper currency, and another 
one, to help in the expense—altogether somewhat less 
than two and a quarter dollars United States money. 
This he regardedas God’s call for him to start without 
further delay, for though the sum in hand was small 
for a journey of 1,889 miles it was quite sufficient to 
take him to the next town, and he felt sure that the 
treasury from which it came was not exhausted. 

We had furnished Scriptures for Messrs. Allan and 
Wilson last year when they made the same journey, 
and promised to do the same for Mr. Pulling. 

The following are extracts from the manuscript that 
has just come to hand : 


Notes on the Way. 


In the middle of July last it was decided that our 
Mission should have a branch working among the 
Quechua Indians. These Indians are the descend- 
ants of the old Inca race; they number three millions, 
and their territory extends from southern Bolivia to 
northern Ecuador. 

Having long felt that the Lord would have me 
work among the dark skins, my lot was cast with Mr. 
and Mrs. Allan tostart a work among these “ children 
of the sun” in Bolivia. Mr. and Mrs. Allan went 
round by boat to Antofagasta on the Chilian coast, 
and from there to Oruro. 

Not having’ sufficient means to go round by water, 
I determined to go with the Bible in hand, and by 
means of my sales to pay the expenses of the over- 
land journey which lay before me, 1,189 miles by train 
and 700 on mule-back. 

On July 29th, after many good-bys among those 
with whom I had spent nine happy months of service, 
Mr. Cook and Mr. Grimson saw me off by train. 

There rose up before me three months of travel 
and work, but it was enough to be on the way, and 
my soul was filled with joy. 

The first place of call was Zarate, only six miles 
from Campana. Here I spent the afternoon selling 
books, and covered my day’s expenses. This was my 
sixth visit to that town with the Scriptures. In the 

evening I caught the train for Lima, some twelve 
miles farther on. In that town, while going from 
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house to house with my Bibles, I came across a man 
who told me how, not long before, he had been 
stabbed by his enemy, and how, by praying to the 
Virgin of Lujan, he had been healed. He could not 
speak too highly of her power and beauty; she had 
become the idol of his heart. I talked with him,. 
showing the sin he had committed and was commit- 
ting, reading to him the story of the nine lepers 
who, when they were healed, returned not to give 
glory to God. He saw his sin, and, becoming inter- 
ested, he made me read on and on, and while he lis- 
tened the scales fell from off his eyes and he saw 
Jesus to be not only the healer of his body but also of: 
his soul—the altogether lovely One, the only One to be 
desired. Giving me his hand he promised that in 
future he would pray only to Jesus. 

In this town the people bought well, the sales having 
realized about fifteen dollars. 

My next place of call was Alsina, a town of about 
1,500 inhabitants, and here some thirty books were 
bought. 

The next town was Baradero, a somewhat impor- 
tant place with 3,500 inhabitants, ninety-three miles 
from Buenos Ayres. Here I spent Sunday, resting 
and giving out papers and tracts. Many opportuni- 
ties presented for speaking a Gospel message. On 
Monday morning I started out with my bags full and 
brought them back in the evening almost empty. 
During the morning the rain came down in torrents. 
and I got soaked through. Calling at a house with 
my books, I was made welcome, and no trouble was 
spared to get the stranger a good dinner. The whole 
family was busy making sausages, but work was put 
aside and the table cleared. After dinner, while I 
stood before the fire to dry my clothes and the mate 
(the native tea) was. being passed round, I sought to 
deliver my message from the Lord. I found out that 
the man had more than one Bible, and that he and his 
family had read them. I relate this to show the 
effect of the Word of God upon their hearts, and also 
the kindness of the native Argentine. Everywhere 
in Argentina I met with the open door and liberal 
kindness. No one could be more generous and self- 
denying, and an Englishman at all times is made a 
welcome guest. At the last call that day the good 
man of the house was so anxious to have a Bible 
that he gave me every cent he had, and sought to — 
make up the price with every egg he could gather. : 
True, many buy the book out of mere curiosity ; they _ 
have either heard of it as the book which the priest 
burns at every opportunity, or they take it to be the — 
latest novel. But this man was one of the many ; 
whom I met with in my journey who had the right x 
kind of curiosity. Having heard something of what 
the Bible teaches he wished to know more. _—- a 

From Baradero I went to Tala, but found the place 
so small that I decided to feave my baggage to be 
sent on next day, while I walked to the next town- 


March, 1904 
ship, nine miles off. The people, however, bought 
well, and before night I had sold more than five dol- 
lars worth in three hours’ work. When night closed in 
Iasked at an Italian house to be allowed to sleep 
upon a heap of maize in the shed. This was granted, 
and more, : was invited tosupper. While the sefiora 
prepared the meal I was eagerly questioned. Never 
before had they seen an Englishman selling any kind 
of goods, and the Bible was quite a new kind of book; 
for they had never seen it nor yet heard of it. Their 
surprise was greater still when I told them that I was 
a missionary on my way to Bolivia to work among the 
Indians, and they feared for my safety, Well, supper 
was ready and we sat down, each to help himself 


THE REV. ANDREW M. MILNE, 
Forty Years Agent American Bible Society, Buenos Ayres. 


from the large bowl of soup before us. Of course 
there was the usual wine, and those who liked it 
_ mixed it freely with their soup. Then came the 

inevitable sausage made of half boiled pig fat, with a 
ns. of flesh and another of garlic. The mate 
was passed round, and then we went to bed. I slept 
ell on the heap in my warm overcoat, and should 
_ not have wakened once had it not been for a pig that 
was very anxious to know just who and what I was. 
In the morning the family bought a large family Bible, 
Testament, and two Gospels. After a large bowl 
of coffee and milk I went on my way, but had not 
ne far when I was pressed to take another bowl of 
a 
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coffee and milk. At the next house I sold one of the 
best Bibles that I had in my bag; and so onall through 
the day I met with good success, selling twenty books 
for which I realized nine dollars. At eleven o’clock, 
the morning being cold and wet, I felt hungry, and 
asked the Lord to lead me to some house where I 
could get a meal. Soon after, calling at a house, the 
father of the family proved to be a Christian. I was 
hungering for the bread that perisheth, but he was hun- 
gering for the spiritual bread. Fourteen years before 
this, this man had seen the hollowness of the Romish 
religion, had thrown away his idols and accepted 
Jesus as his Saviour. At that time he had bought the 
only Bible he could procure from a passing colpor- 
teur, but as it was in Italian he could not under- 
stand it well. The Lord had heard the cry of that 
hungry soul and had sent me along, and he bought a 
nice Bible. He said that I was the first Protestant 
he had seen during those long fourteen years. Then 
he placed before me a good dinner, and when I 
wished to give him something in return he refused, 
saying that when he gave himself to the Lord he 
gave all that he possessed. This is a case of the 
Lord working in the heart without the use of any 
human means. This good man was teaching his 
children to read and write, and was bringing them 
up in the fear of the Lord. I tell you it was well 
worth while walking those tew miles to give that 
man the Bible. At the next house I was ordered oft 
the premises. What a difference! Before leaving 
that day behind let me mention another mark of the 
Lord’s protecting care. I was making my last call 
for the day when a savage dog snapped its chain and 
sprang at me. Happily having my bag, I swung it 
round, and the animal left in it his teeth marks. 
Immediately the lady of the house laid a heavy whip 
on the dog and cowed it, but in the past several peo- 
ple had been injured by that dog. 

The weather now became wet and selling was 
impossible; so the next day I caught the train for 
Rosario, calling at San Nicolas only to get my ~ 
letters. Here I learned from Mr. Cook that a large 
box of good things had arrived for the members of 
the Mission. : 

San Nicolas is 190 miles from Buenos Ayres and has 
a population of 12,500. Sea-going vessels load and 
discharge there, but tiere is not one missionary to tell 
its thousands the story of the cross, and yet a town of 
this size would have several churches. How shall 
we face the Master by and by ! 

Rosario is also on the Parana and is the second 
city in the republic in size and in importance, and 
has a population of 130,000. It is the chief port for 
the shipping of produce from the north and north- 
western provinces. Here the river is very wide and 


deep enough to float the large ocean-going vessels" 


that line the wharves all the year round, loading wheat, 
maize, sugar, etc. Being such an important point it 
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has been made the center of work by various denom- 
inations. 

I had the pleasure of meeting one dear brother, 
the Rev. W. H. T. Blair, who, for his broad evan- 
gelical views and_ straightforward preaching, is 
always getting into hot water. He is doing a grand 
work for the Lord, and is beloved by all who share 
his love forsouls. The Baptist Church is also work- 
ing here. The largest work here is that of the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, which has two ministers in 
the city, Dr. Spangler and Dr. Tallon. The former 
preaches in English, while the latter is at the head of 
the Spanish, Italian, German and Dutch branches. 
In the church presided over by Dr, Tallon services 
are conducted all day long. No sooner does one 
congregation come out than another, of a different 
nationality, goes in. Their work among the children 
is worthy of special notice. Every Sunday this church 
conducts sixteen Sunday schools in the churches and 
homes. On the Sunday which I spent in Rosario 
there were over six hundred in attendance, and that I 
believe was the average. 

Knowing that the city had been well worked by 
colporteurs, my object in calling at Rosario was not 
so much to sell as to obtain a permit to sell in the 
Province of Santa Fe. In the Province of Buenos 
Ayres Bible sellers are exonerated from license tax 
by decree of the Executive, but I had no idea of such 
freedom being granted in the Province of Santa Fe. 
On calling at the Casa de Justicia I was told that ‘‘ for 
making bad people good there was no charge,” so I 
left, praising the Lord not only for freedom to sell but 
also for such a liberal statement. 

I left Rosario on August 12th and continued my 
journey. Atsome little distance the towns become 
fewer and the work harder on account of the preju- 
dice of the people. The reason is they are farther 
from the center and influence of the Gospel. My first 
stopping place was San Lorenzo. I started to sell, but 

_ soon saw that some one had been round warning the 
people against the “ masons,” as we aré called. It 
was yet early, and my luggage had gone on ahead; 
there was nothing to do but to strap my overcoat, 
swing it across my back, and walk on to the next town, 
selling as I went, and by night my bags were lighter 
by twenty-four books, including a family Bible. I 
reached Aldao just in time to catch the train for 
Serodino.. Thus I passed on from town to town, 
finding in each that the priests and friars had warned 
their flocks against the Protestants and buying their 
books. But the Lord of Hosts got the victory; all 

_ the opposition of the priests only drew attention, and 

led some to buy where I was assured none could be 
sold. 

One young man listened to ‘the story of what the 
Lord had done for my own soul, and his heart was 
touched. His interest in his own soul’s welfare was 
aroused and he bought a Bible, saying that he would 


BrsLE SociETY RECORD 


. hearted because few cared to buy the Scriptures. Just — 


Volume 49 


get to the bottom of the matter. I left him after some 
prayer for the Holy Spirit to enlighten him through 
the reading of the sacred page. 

In the town of Galvez, on the following Sunday 
morning, there was a marriage feast and general dese- 
cration of the Lord’s Day. Though my books had 
sold well, living was dear, and I had little more in 
my pocket on nearing Tucuman than I had on leaving 
Rosario. I prayed that I might have thirty-five dol- 
lars on reaching Tucuman. Humanly speaking, this 
seemed impossible, as it would be necessary for the 
sales to exceed those of larger and more liberal 
towns. I was at my last town before reaching Tucu- 
man, and my sales would have to yield me fifteen 
dollars that day. I sallied forth that day witha prayer 
on my lips that the Lord would beat back the enemy 
and incline the people to buy, and buy they did. 
For the first time on the journey my bags were 
emptied. The last books were sold just in time to 
catch the train. That day’s work resulted in forty- 
five books sold which realized fifteen dollars and a 
half, so I arrived in Tucuman with thirty-five dollars 
and twenty cents 

In the Province of Tucuman the only missionaries 
are Mr. and Mrs. Clifford, working in the capital, I 
had heard of this beloved brother and his wife and so 
made my way at once to their home. I had no 
sooner said that I was a missionary when, taking me 
by the hand, he said, “ Well, if you are that, come in.” 
Soin I went and made his house my home while I 
stayed in the province. Space will not permit me to 
give full particulars of the two happy weeks, Mr. Ick, 
a German missionary, worked with me, and a young 
Italian Christian kindly drove us from settlement to 
settlement in his spring cart. The sugar mills employ 
many thousands of hands, a mixed multitude of full- 
blooded and half-caste Indians, and others. During 
the month of July and to the end of September is the 
opportunity to reach those thousands of precious 
souls and preach the gospel to them. Many of them 
come from long distances all around. 

The Lord enabled us to put the Bible into the — 
hands of many of these people, as also to speak a 
word of cheer to them and read a portion of Scrip- 
ture to them, such as, ‘“‘Come unto me all ye who 
labour and are heavy laden.’’ It fitted them beauti- — 
fully. We were richly blessed.and expect to find — 
some in the kingdom on account of that seed sowing. — 
I was tired with the day’s tramping, and a little down- _ 
then, as it so often happens, the Master sought to en- ; 
courage me, and not only did the man who but a few : 
minutes before laughed at the idea of reading thea 
Bible express an earnest desire to get and read one 
that he might discern the way of eternal life, but 
another at another house bought a Bible and there 
and then professed to accept Jesus as his Saviour. 
Some more books were sold, and I went home with a 
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song in my mouth. It was sweet to speak of such a 
mighty Saviour and wondrous love. I felt no longer 
tired. How many times during those days of pleas- 
ant labor did the Master send me home rejoicing, and 
before reaching home I have had to go down on my 
knees by the wayside and pour out my soul in praise 
for his goodness. My experience has been that the 
good wine has been kept till the last 

So ended the first part of my journey, 950 miles 
with the Bible—five weeks’ sowing. What shall the 
harvest be? Books sold to date, 85 Bibles ; 134 Tes- 
taments ; 320 Portions. 


WHAT THE GOSPEL DID FOR ONE MAN IN 
KOREA. 


HE following story is taken from “ Every Day 

Life in Korea” by the Rev. D. L Gifford. It 

was told to him by the Rev. S. A. Moffett. May 

God overrule the strife of nations to the end that his 
Word may win new victories in Korea: 


“When my helper, Mr, Han, first visited Pyeng- 
Yang to begin the preliminary work of opening our 
station there, he took a stock of books and stopped 
at aninn kept by a Mr. Chay, who, besides being an 
inn-keeper, was also a broker, selling upon commis- 
sion whatever goods his guests might bring. Mr. 
Han had known him some years, having formerly 
stopped there when traveling as a merchant. Han 
began preaching to all in the inn and selling the tracts. 

“Chay was a tall, slender man, ‘hail fellow well 
met’ with every one, given to loud talking, drinking, 
gambling, and a vicious life generally, always ready 
for a joke and yet addicted to loud quarreling with 

any and every one. As an inn-keeper and business 
man he was very shrewd and able, but was always 
wasting his earnings in wine, gambling, and immor- 
ality, and he made his home very miserable. 

** He liked Han and listened to the strange story 
he had to tell and wondered greatly at his selling 
such nice looking books at such a low price. The 

truth, however, took not the slightest hold upon him 
then, but simply because Han was his guest he used 
| his influence to help him sell the books, telling every 
/one that they were good books... Later, when we 
visited Pyeng- Yang and sought to purchase property, 

- Chay acted as our agent and came into more 
| intimate contact with us, as we, too, made the Gospel 
| our daily subject of conversation. 
“Mr. Saw, our evangelist, made a great impression 
on Mr. Chay, as he had never seen a Korean who 
d the gentle spirit and the truthfulness which Mr. 
Saw displayed. Mr. Chay attended the services we 
conducted on the Sabbath, not, as he has since said, 
hat he cared at all for the truth, but simply because, 
ur agent, he wished to retain our good will. 
“ Contact with the truth and with those who showed 
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such earnest zeal in proclaiming the truth, in spite of 
all the ridicule and opposition heaped upon them, 
caused him to begin to think, and then to listen, and 
then to read, and, much to his surprise, he found 
himself really interested and concerned. The Spirit 
of God took hold upon him and he became a daily 
student of the Word of God, being one of the most 
constant attendants upon the Sabbath services and 
the catechumen class. . 

“He met with the most abusive ridicule and insult, 
and he had the finger of scorn constantly pointed at 
him as he walked the street between his inn and the 
chapel. Always an outspoken man, he met all this 
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PAK YONG-HYO, 
Korea’s Recent Minister of, the Interior. 


abuse most bravely, and frankly confessed that he 

was ‘doing the Jesus doctrine’ Old friends and 
comrades in evil conspired to make him again fall 
into sin, visiting him and doing all they could to lead 

him to gamble and drink. 

“ His wife was thoroughly enraged when he refused 
to sacrifice to the evil spirits of the household, and 
she begged him to ward off the great evils she feared 
because of the failure to placate those evil spirits. 

“He had, through his faith in Christ, become ‘a 
new creature.’ He had given up his adultery, drunk- 
enness, and gambling, his fighting in the home and 
on the street, and he had caused his homecoming, 


42 


from day to day, to become a pleasure to his wife 
and children, instead of a cause for fear. While his 
wife rejoiced in all this, such was her fear of the evil 
spirits that she was distressed and angry when he 
refused to take part in the sacrifice, but urged the 
throwing away of all the baskets and bundles of 
straw which represented the abodes of these evil 
spirits. 

“He put to her this pointed question : ‘ Which will 
you have me do: be a Christian and be as I am, 
sober, loving, and true to you, or worship evil spirits, 
and get drunk, lead a vile life, gamble, and make my 
homecoming a terror to you and the children?’ 
Then she would plead with him not to go back to his 
old habits, but yet to join in the sacrifices. The poor 
woman did not know her own mind. One day she 
would bless Mr. Han and me, and call us her best 
friends, because of the great reform in her husband; 
the next day she would break out into the most bitter 
cursing, declaring that we had no business to come 
there and prevent her husband from offering sacrifice 
to the evil spirits and to his ancestors. 

‘Mr. Chay’s brothers, too, did not know just what 
position to take. They cursed him for leaving off the 
ancestral worship, but rejoiced in his reformation. 
For months he was subject to all kinds of tempta- 
tions. At times he fell. But as he grew in knowl- 
edge of Christ his faith became stronger, and it was 
touching to hear him tell of his going into the inner 
quarters of his house and kneeling in prayer for 
strength to resist the temptations which came upon 
him so often through the day. A touching incident 
may here be mentioned which will reveal also the 
difficulties with which the Korean Christians have to 
contend, and likewise the gradual process by which 
they come to realize the sinfulness of sin; while at 
the same time it will show how their habits are so 
fastened upon them that they do not realize the pos- 
sibility of leading an entirely holy life. 

“One day he came rushing into my room, not far 
from his inn, saying that he had just run away from a 

_ crowd of his former friends who were trying to make 

“him drink, First he told them he was not well; but 
they would not listen to that. Then he said it would 
made him sick to drink, as his stomach was paining 
him; but this they regarded as no excuse. 

“Then he said he was now a Christian and could 
not drink. But with that they seized him by the hair, 
and ridiculing him and abusing him for adopting the 

_ foreign religion, attempted to make him drink with 
them as of old. Heat last agreed, but said he had 
an engagement just then and would be back in a few 
minutes to drink with them. Rushing out, he came 
into my room, telling me of the occurrence and the 
way in which he had gotten away from them and 
avoided drinking. I rejoiced with him in his deter- 
mination not to yield, but called his attention to the 
fact that he had lied to them, and that he must not 
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commit one sin in order to avoid another. He looked 
very queer and quickly exclaimed, ‘Oh! I have got 
to lie. Then I showed him the sinfulness of lying, 
and, looking very queer as the realization of sin came 
over him in connection with his own conviction 
that he could never get away from his old evil habits 
without lying, he exclaimed: ‘ Well, it zs wrong to 
lie, and I will quit it after New Year’s. But I must 
lie until then.’ 

‘“‘ Mr. Chay was one of the first seven men received 
into the church at Pyeng-Yang, and has since then 
become constantly more interested and has lived an 
increasingly consistent life, contributing liberally and 
working most zealously to make known to others the 


MR. CHAY CHO SI, 


Famous in the History of the Presbyterian Mission at — 
Pyeng-Yang. 


truth which has done so much for him. He placa 


Christian books in his inn and urges all guests to 
read and buy, and wherever he goes in the city or 
surrounding country he constantly invites friends 
and acquaintances to Jisten to the gospel. His influ- 
ence in his own family constantly grew, although 
they, at the time of the persecution, when he wa 
arrested, bound with red cord used for tying crimin 
and threatened with death, as well as afterward, wh 
an official, who was a friend of the family, called h 
privately and warned him to give up Christianity up 
fear of death, again greatly urged him to give up 
belief or flee. 
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“When the threats of persecution were renewed, he 
and another of the Christians fled to the country, and, 
, after wandering around for one whole night in the 
| fain, in constant dread lest at any point on the road 
| they might meet an officer seeking their arrest, they 
| talked the matter over, and Mr. Chaysaid: ‘Here! If 
| God intends that we shall die, we cannot escape by 
fleeing. We might as well go back and take what- 
| ever comes, leaving it all to him.’ The next day 
| they returned, came in to see me and said to the little 
| band of Christians, who knew of their flight, that they 
| were ready to give a reason for the faith that was in 
| them and to take the consequences. 

“The war came, and Mr. Chay took all his family 
, and that of his brother to a mountain village, where 
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he made known the truth very clearly, and where 
his own faith and peaceful life in the midst of trouble 
and threatening gloom brought his older brother and 
his wile to a saving faith in Christ. His wife, having 
lost her desire to worship the evil spirits and continue 
the ancestral sacrifices, formed one of the first groups 
of women to be received into the church after Mrs. 
Lee joined the station. in the mountain village where 
they took refuge there are now fifteen or more Chris- 
tians meeting every Sunday, although Mr. Chay and 
his family have long since returned to the city. 

“Mr. Chay is one of the best known Christians in 
Pyeng-Yang, and his marked reformation has done 
much to commend the Gospel to the people of that 
vicinity.” 


DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT, 


BIBLE-SELLING ON WARSHIPS IN JAPAN. 
HE following report of colportage by its head- 
ing belongs in our foreign department, and its 
contents perhaps strictly require it to be placed 
| there. But we class it domestic, for it is strictly 
‘colportage among Americans, though away from 
_home. The forms of our distribution are very various. 
TOKYO, January 2, 1904. 

In the months of October and November last year 
/a great number of warships from different nations 
were at anchor in Yokohama harbor. The Agent for 
' the American Bible Society (Mr. Loomis) therefore 
/ suggested that I should at least go aboard the 
. American ships and see if some of our “boys in blue”’ 
could not be supplied with Bibles or Testaments. 

On one of the first days of November the first trip 
/ Was made to them, and a very courteous reception 
' was afforded me by commanding officers, as well as 
| by all men under them. — 

Full liberty was given me to go about the ship and 
. exhibit my good supply of Bibles and Testaments, 
and persuade one and all to invest in them. 

But unfortunately this happened to be a few days 
before pay-day, so I was told it was quite useless to 
try to sell. However, as I had come aboard, I im- 
| proved the occasion by spreading freely good book- 
| lets and tracts, and, of course, also tried to find pur- 
chasers for my Bibles. It was quite true no one had 

a farthing to spend, and I came away that day with the 
decision of coming back again on pay-day or after. 
_ When pay-day came I very promptly managed to 
|be aboard among the boys with the precious books, 
and they were advised to invest in something that 
ould be of the most essential use to them. 
I visited all the ships of the American fleet, which 
mumbered six—the “Oregon,” ‘“‘Albany,”’ “ Raleigh,” 
‘Cincinnati,” ‘‘ Wisconsin,’ and “New Orleans.” 
t, for some unavoidable reasons, I could not be 
‘mitted to work on the two last mentioned. 
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I found, though, on those that I did work a very 
small demand indeed. I was rejoiced to learn that 
they had been looked after in;these respects by the 
Christian Endeavor societies in the homeland when 
they were sent away, and also by Christian workers 
in other ports. On one of the ships I was told they 
had all received a New Testament in Jerusalem when 
they were there. So a phenomenal sale was out of. 
the question now. Yet I am glad to say there were a 
few that were in need of the blessed Book, and it 
gives one much joy to know they were supplied, 

A goodly number of Portions and New Testaments. 
of the Japanese version was purchased as souvenirs. 
Booklets and tracts were freely distributed. 

I realize that the devil is awfully opposed to Bible 
spreading in all places and at all times, but I am also 
very conscious of God’s great pleasure upon this most 
important work. It is not done in vain, bless God! 

K. E, AURELL, 


ANOTHER VETERAN GONE. 


HE REV. WILLIAM FERRIE, a Life Mem- 
ber of the American Bible Society, died at 
Monticello, Sullivan County, N. Y., Tuesday, 

December 29, 1903, at the ripe age of eighty-eight. 
He was born at St. Andrews, Scotland, in 1816, and 
studied at the University ef Edinburgh under Dr. 
Thomas Chalmers. After a pastorate of eleven years 
in his native country, he came to New York in 1851, 
remaining there as] pastor till 1863, thence going to 
Canada to assume other pastorages, till 1869. In that 
year he came to Mongaup Valley, N. Y., as pastor 
of the Presbyterian Church, which pulpit he occupied 
until 1897, when he retired on account of blindness. 
and infirmities. He was active in Bible society work 
both in his native country and in this, having been 
connected with the Sullivan County Bible Society for 
more than forty years. Mr. Ferrie was one of the. 
oldest clergyman in New York State. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


THE STORY OF MARY JONES AND HER 
BIBLE. * 


[Continued from last month.] 


CHART ERG WLI: 


ALA is even now a quiet little town, situated 
B near the end of Bala Lake, on the north side of 

a wide, cultivated valley. A hundred years ago 
it was still more quiet and rural. The scenery is 
pastoral in its character, hilly rather than mountain- 
ous, but well wooded and watered. The town is a 
favorite resort of people fond of shooting and fishing. 
Altogether it is a pretty, cheerful, healthy spot, but 
wanting in the imposing grandeur and rugged beauty 
of many other parts of North Wales. 

Mary’s deep, dreamless sleep was not broken until 
her host knocked at her door at early?dawning. 

“Wake up, Mary Jones, my child! Mr. Charles is 
an early riser, and will soon be at work. The dawn 
is breaking ; get up, dear!” 

Mary started up, rubbing her eyes. The time had 
really come, then, and in afew minutes she would 
know what was to be the result of her long waiting. 

Her heart beat quicker as she washed and dressed, 
but her excitement calmed when she sat down for a 
minute or two on the side of her bed and repeated 
the twenty-third Psalm. 

The sweet words of the royal singer were the first 
that occurred to her, and now, as she murmured 
“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want,” she 
felt as though she were of a truth being watched over 
and cared for by a loving Shepherd, and being led by 

him. 

She was soon ready, and David Edwards and his 
guest proceeded together to Mr. Charles’s house. 

“ There’s a light in his ;study,” said the good old 
preacher. ‘‘Our apostle is at his desk already. 
There are not many like him, Mary ; always at work 
for the Master. The world would be better had we 
more such men.” ; 

Mary did not reply, but she listened intently as 
David Edwards knocked at the door. There was no 
answer, only the tread of a foot across the floor 
above, and the next moment the door opened and 
Mr. Charles himself stood before them. ; ; 

“Good morning, friend Edwards! And what 
brings you here so early? Come in, do,” said the 
genial, hearty voice, which so many knew and had 
‘cause tolove. Then, as David Edwards entered, 
Mr. Charles noticed the little figure behind him in 
the doorway. 

A rather timid, shrinking little figure it was now, for 


Mary’s courage was fast ebbing and she felt shy 
and frightened. 


* By permission of American Tract Society. - 


_ ing, the saving for six long years, the weary tra 


A few words of explanation passed between the old 
preacher and Mr. Charles ; thert Mary was invited to 
enter the study. 

“Now, my child,” said Mr. Charles, “don’t be 
afraid, but tell me all about yourself, where you live, 
and what your name is, and what you want.” 

At this Mary took courage and answered all Mr. 
Charles’s questions, her voice (which at first was low 
and tremulous) strengthening as her courage returned. 
She told him all about her home and her parents, her 
longing when quite a child for a Bible of her own, 
then of the long years during which she had saved up 
her little earnings toward the purchase of a Bible— 
the sum being now complete. 

Then Mr. Charles examined her as to her Scripture © 
knowledge, and was delighted with the girl’s intelli- 
gent replies, which showed how earnestly and thor-— 
oughly she had studied the Book she loved so well. _ 

“But how, my child,” said he, “did you get to— 
know the Bible as you do, when you did not own one > 
for yourself ?”’ 

Then Mary told him of the visits to the farmhouse, 
and how, through the kindness of the farmer and his 
wife, she had been able to study her Sunday school 
lessons and commit portions of Scripture to memory. 

As she informed Mr. Charles of all that had taken 
place and he began to realize how brave, and patient, 
and earnest, and hopeful she had been through. all 
these years of waiting, and how far she had now come 
to obtain possession of the coveted treasure, his 
bright face became overshadowed, and, turning to 
David Edwards, he said, sadly : I am indeed grieved 
that this dear girl should have come all the way from 
Llanfihangel to buy a Bible, and that I should be 
unable to supply her with one. The consignment of 
Welsh Bibles that I received from London last year 
was all sold out months ago, excepting a few copies 
which I have kept for friends whom I must not 
disappoint. Unfortunately the Society which has 
hitherto supplied Wales with the Scriptures declines 
to print any more, and where to get Welsh Bibles to 
satisty our country’s need I know not.’ : 

Until now Mary had been looking up into Mr. 
Charles’s face with her great dark eyes full of hope 
and confidence; but as he spoke these words to 
David Edwards, and she noticed his overclouded 
face and began to understand the full import of his’ 
words, the room seemed to her to darken suddenly, 
and, dropping into the nearest seat, she buried her 
face in her hands and sobbed as perhaps few gi ls 
of her age had ever sobbed before. , 

It was all over, then, she said to herself—all of no 
use—the prayers, the longing, the waiting, the wo 


with bare feet, the near prospect of her hopes be 
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fulfilled—all, all in vain! And to a mind so stocked 

with Bible texts as hers, the language of the Psalmist 

seemed the natural outburst for so great a grief: 

“Hath God forgotten to be gracious? Hath he in 

anger shut up his tender mercies?’’ All in vain— 

all of no use! 
There were a few moments during which only 

Mary’s sobs broke the silence; but those sobs bad 
| appealed to Mr. Charles’s heart with a pathos which 
he was wholly unable to resist. 

With his own voice broken and unsteady, he said, 
as he rose from his seat and laid a hand on the 
drooping head of the girl before him: 

“My dear child, I see you must have a Bible, diffi- 
cult as it is for me to spare you one. It is impossible, 
yes, simply impossible, to refuse you.” 

In the sudden revulsion of feeling that followed 
these words, Mary could not speak ; but she glanced 
up with such a face of mingled rain and sunshine— 
such a rainbow smile—such a look of inexpressible 
joy and thankfulness in her brimming eyes, that the 
responsive tears gushed to the eyes of both Mr. 
Charles and David Edwards. 

Mr. Charles turned away for a moment to a book- 
cupboard that stood behind him, and, opening it, he 
drew forth a Bible. 

Then laying a hand once more on Mary’s head, 
with the other he placed the Bible in her grasp, and, 
looking down the while into the earnest, glisten- 
ing eyes upturned to him, he said: 

“Tf you, my dear girl, are glad to receive this Bible, 
truly gladam I to be able to give it to you. Read it 
carefully, study it diligently, treasure up the sacred 
words in your memory, and act up to its teachings. ” 

And then, as Mary, quite overcome with delight 
and thankfulness, began once more to sob, but softly, 
and with sweet, happy tears, Mr. Charles turned to 
the old preacher and said, huskily : “‘ David Edwards, 
is not such a sight as this enough to melt the hardest 
heart? A girl, so young, so poor, so intelligent, so 
familiar with Scripture, compelled to walk all the 
distance from Llanfihangel to Bala (about fifty miles 
‘there and back) to get a Bible! From this day I can 
never rest until I find out some means of supplying 
the pressing wants of my country that cry out for the 
) eg of God.” 

_ That evening Jacob and his wife were seated wait- 
ing for supper and for Mary. What news would the 
child bring? How had shesped? Had she received 
her Bible? These were some of the questions which 
the anxious parents asked themselves, listening the 
while for their daughter’s return after the fatigues 
and possible dangers of her fifty miles’ walk. 

But the worthy couple were not long kept in 
suspense. 

Presentiy the light step which they knew so well 
ipproached the cottage; the latch was lifted, and 
Mary entered, weary, footsore, dusty and travel- 
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stained indeed, but with happiness dimpling her 
cheeks and flashing in her eyes. And Jacob held out 
both arms to his darling, and as he clasped her to his 
heart he murmured in the words of the prophet of 
old, “Is it well with the child?” ana Mary, from the 
depths of a satisfied heart, answered solemnly but 
with gladness, “‘ It is well.” 

We sometimes see—and particularly in the case of 
young people—that great eagerness for the possession 
of some coveted article is followed by indifference 
when the treasure is safely in their hands. It was not 
so, however, with Mary Jones. The Bible for which 
she had toiled, and waited, and prayed, and wept, 
became each day more precious to her. 

Chapter after chapter was learned by heart, and the 
study of the Sunday school lessons became her 
greatest privilege and delight. 

If a question were asked by the teacher which 
other girls could not answer, Mary was always ap- 
pealed to, and was invariably ready with a thought- 
ful, intelligent reply; while in committing to memory, 
not only chapters but whole books of the Bible, she 
was unrivaled both in the school and neighborhood. 

Nor was this all. For though to love, and read, 
and learn the Bible are good things, this is not the 
sum of what is required by him who has said, “If 
ye love me, cep my commandments.” 

Mary’s study of the Word of God did not prevent 
the more than ever faithful discharge of all her duties, 
Her mother, who had at one time feared that Mary’s 
desire for book learning and longing to possess a 
Bible of her own, might lead her to the neglect of her 
practical duties, was surprised and delighted to see 
that, although there was a change indeed in the girl, 
it was a change for the better. 

[ Zo be continued. | 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


HE stated meeting of the Board of Managers 
of the American Bible Society was held in the 
Bible House Thursday, February 4, 1904, at 
3.30 o’clock. 

The Rev. Dr. Brett read the Scriptures and offered 
prayer. 

The attention of the Board was called to the plans 
which are being matured for the holding of a public 
meeting in Washington on March 6th (Sunday) in 
connection with the celebration of “ Universal Bible 
Sunday.” ' 

The financial questions considered at the special 
meeting on January 2Ist were again taken up, and 
after various motions and proposals had been brought 
forward, were referred to the General Reference Com- 


} 


46 


mittee, to prepare a proposal for the expenditures of 
the coming year to be reported to the Board. 

Grants of books in the Domestic Field to the 
amount of $986.13 were made—among them to the 
Presbyterian Board of Publications Scriptures in En- 
glish and foreign languages to the amount of $410.94. 

The Board of Managers directed a cablegram of 
congratulations to be sent to the Rev. A. M. Milne, 
the Society’s Agent for the La Plata, on the occasion 
of the celebration of the 4oth anniversary of his 
services as Agent in the La Plata February 4, 1904. 

Reports were received from various Foreign Agents 
of the. Society, especially Mr. Bowen in the Levant, 
Mr. Goodrich in the Philippines, and Mr. Milne in 
South America. 

The Board was informed of the progress of negoti- 
ations with the British and Foreign Bible Society, and 
the National Bible Society of Scotland, looking to a 
more satisfactory adjustment and mutual aid in the 
carrying on of Bible work in Japan. 

The Secretaries reported the following consign- 
ments to Foreign Agencies during the month of Janu- 
uary under appropriations previously made: To the 
Brazil Agency, 7,774 volumes, value $1,116; to the 
Puerto Rico Agency, 2,684 volumes, value $373.67 ; 
to the Philippine Agency, 1,288 volumes, value 

+» $631.89; to the China Agency, 3,000 volumes, value 
$1,008.90. 

The issues from the Bible House during the month 
of January were 69,237 volumes. 


SPECIAL Meeting of the. Board of Managers 
was held in the Bible House on Thursday, 
January 21, 1904, at 3.30 o’clock, President 
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invited to sign a statement concerning the national 
importance of the work of the Society, and on motion 
the action referred to was unanimously commended. 

The recommendations of the Finance Committee 
previously presented to the Board, and the financial 
questions involved therein, were given very careful 
consideration, but no final conclusion was reached. 
Several motions and propositions were referred to 
the General Reference Committee for their consider- 
ation. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Sociewy, 
formed in New York in the year eighteen hundred 
and sixteen, and incorporated in the year eighteen 
hundred and forty-one, the sum of , to be 
applied to the charitable uses and purposes of said 
Society. 


Deceased Members. 
Rey. Samuel F. Morrow, D.D., Albany, N. Y. 
Rev. Ambrose Y. Moore, D.D., Hanover, Ind. 
Rev. James N. Ramsey, Somerville, N. J. 
Prof. Jacob Cooper, New Brunswick,‘N. J. 
Rev. Francis W. Andrews, Mountaindale, N. Y. 
Mrs. Julia F. Eggleston, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Mrs. Magdalene W. Sproull, Alleghany, Pa. 
Rey. Henry W. Ackerly, Kingston, N. Y, 
Mrs. Ann M. Hall, Piqua, O, 
Mrs. Cecilia A. Hubbell, Whitestone, N. Y. 
Mrs. Sarah A. Phelps, Holland Patent, N. Y. 
Mary E. Gaylord, Rochester, N. Y. 
Mrs. Harriet A. Garner, Piqua, O. 
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Clarkson, Matthew, New York, NY. 
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Cowan, Rev. P. D., Canastota, N. Y.. 
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Dickey, Kev. J.J., EAE Ky. 
Diefendorf, M.H., Canajoharie, N. Y 
Dixon, Joseph, Harriaon, Nas W ncaictnre 
E. and I. D., Bennettaville, S.C... 
Eccles, S. Cornelia W., Brooklyn, N Y 
Elliott, Mary Lee, New York, N. Y. 
mrson, M., Chicago, Ill ............008 
Espy, D., Arrowsmith, Ill ..... s 
Hyaas, Rey. R. H., Cambria, Wis..... 
Findley, Or. Wm. M., Altoona, Pa.... 
Fishburne, James A., Waynesboro, 
pve ESA ARS oe 


Gardner, F. Ww Savannah, Ga aS 
Gilman, Mrs. Eliza, Baltimore, Md... 
Goodnow, E. A., Worcester, Mass 

Guriey, Rev. G. D., Dallas a he Ta, 
Hagopian Photo Engraving Co., New 


Halloc«, Edwin, Derby, Conn..... cane 
Harrison, Rhoda, Greene, O ........ 
Hartleton Union C. ErSoctety, Pa.... 
Hogbton, R., Delevan, Ill............. 
Hubhard, A. E., Lyndon, Ill.. 
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Colon Pres. OM iearncceuscavieslecoaees 
Columbus, Cong. Ch. 
Crete, Cong. Ch,..... Shoo 

Marietta, Pres. Ch...... 
North Nebraska Dist. West German 
Conf. Meth Hpi Gbicce:ss.wctsecece 
O’ Neill, Meth. Ep. Ch...cccsccscseccees 
* PPOs .|Ohieanmecieees Mires olalcetsiale 


NEW JERSEY 


Basking Ridge, Pres. Ch.... 
East Orange, Brick Pres. Ch.... 


° 


Fort Lee, Bethany Chapel ........ sah 
Paterson, Paterson Ave. Pres. Ch.... 
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Bourbon Co., Ky. 50 00 Randolph Co., re dsccsccovese 292 91 Income from Available Funds 599 25 
Brooklyn, N. Y.. 445 28 Rocky Creek, ak 30 00 14 85 Income subject to Life Interest 
Brooks Co., Ga.......... 4802 Ronceverte & Vie, W. Va. 180 J. Burr Legacy Income. 
Caledonia Welsh, Wis. 40 00 San Marcos & Hay ‘C0. Tex. 20.00 Fitch Shepard Bible Fund 
California.............. 834 79 Saratoga Co.,N. Y.........6 43 Loan Account, Borrowed 
Chicago, Wie cccancee 900 00 _ Savannah, Ga wee 8 64 chants’ National Banks........ 
. Cincinnati Young Men's, O 75 94 Scotland Co., Mo.. 14 84 25 57 Records ce. eS 
Columbus & Franklin Co.,O 59 73 Scranton Welsh, Pa 270 
Copiah Co., Miss............. 25 Sharon, Comnipercent enleaviee 83 95 6 38 
Covington Female, O é 12 00 “ae el whece TR res Sone Ay . a 
Ey COlnecccccecces 5 e LOUIS, MOS iecncasicee oie 
pewite a Lie 42 05 serene eos Tex.. sf it oa Total Recelpts.........-.sececeeeeeeee $43,042 83 
as Co., Kan.. 9 2% azewell, Il .........00: a) aa. 
oars or : Neb.. 33 92 Utica & Vic. Welsh, N.Y... 145 00 THE FOLLOWING TRANSFER FROM 
Floyd Welsh, N.Y. 81 00 Virginia. .- sccwesssecs eepete 275 00 BOOK ACCOUNT TO DONATION AG- 
ee fe Ge & Vie., T: Soin Sav aynO Us, Mich. ee 8) 34 COUNT HAS BEEN MADE. 
ce oe 0. aiainsaiete eae 46 25 wayne OOS, (iv ccianest odie cies 60 00 Racine Welsh Bible Society, Wis,.... $44 60: 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR JANUARY, 1904. 
RECEIPTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT 


Gifts | Gifts From Agency | Sales Re- Returns Income ; 
from Aux-| Legacies Fat ort from Indi- apres og Saige | Repay from ; from Miscellane- Journal Total Cash 
= magne os &: viduals Donated the South | keane prime ti ne erpetael wee fants | oe 
Cash..... 935 83 | 6,442 40 | 1,521 45 | 4,002 16 60 83 410 25 278 19 ee ; 984 47 8 96 | $14,559 04 
Journal..| 3,862 63 28 arate ae Lb ate 86 60 | $38,949 68 
RECEIPTS FOR GENERAL ACCOUNTS Journal Cash 
From REECE Renee tc ee 1,831 56 | 9,892 10 
BP PAL CS ene et Re Foe ot ooh aise Ccaid eat iae ocak s wala oloda eoect en 104.95 | 1,708 47 
ULES MOMIR RPE See ILS Us io Atlan aicisialya Sale ciwle a's cniesnislbias.cceama ohaGevawe oes 
I a tABN arto rate nS lerele ata GAO SOR 6 oe'elaanhn.c a%ble dcuicansvaece’ as 
“= Income from Available Funds...................- 
a pone peek to Life Interest ‘ 
= J. Burr L apo DOTS EERE S Lewd SCRE ce ON RI EI Rn 
_ * British an Foreign Bible Society 
PESTA POOUEE o.. poki be ocls cad cs siesees wecnlo a seaulels vvccasigaagdtage’s o% 
MRRS EE FP IESISSLP EDS EATEN SULT oOo Soares Sa bia.n ose Ce iceeiorsio6 valde sine gdaneretein oe 4 
EE DEUS AUATIGS “EOTIIIMALO’ va. 0% 5c) dag vee cclesodcacdcevedeececseegiecch adele LiQOO OO al are ane stretttets 
= Trast Funds—Mrs. Delia T. Merkley, Gift ..............cccccececes = S53 
- “ Loan Account—Borrowed from Merchants’ National Bank.,.........05050% 11,702 55 28,327 87 
— = = 
. RECEIPTS FOR DEPOSITORY ACCOUNT 
Books Issued Miscellaneous 
— 
a ay te en ere a en emer ree 
v ournal..... JSS RS ee ee RiSamagese ranks 12,712 38 5 00 12,717 38 
RECEIPTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT 
capes Ae eek Job Work Finished Plates | Repairs to Plates | Poot Delivered | yriscellaneous 
Gash....... | 2s or Or) ee ee ee |e inet 155 92 
Journal........ oes Shiasies < 759 06 439 00 eee 10,086 05 11,284, 10 
PEER REPT INEE TORS SS. om ios ais asl biviels isiniv ba hizo a elaisiaiaiste Sa54 es ae Sars dhata s psa ie ale se oie Soe Meche bara 
Total Wash RECEDES £5 «cosets ojeieastie css mers eee atiecateae Baie goecinatoe aataiovaventorrer ASR AT ERO Saou D OE An 43,042 83 
ee aie bond Docetaber 100%... poetic an deecesaeaine Seams? Woe CaaS Re SKS SA SCS) 7,319 38 
$50,362 21 
: DISBURSEMENTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT : 
Grants to — : Agency BIBLES Heese 
Bible Society) Foreign | Misssonary | _Miscel- Colored - ARO) gern Shan 
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ea ees eae ee Se eee a 
w...| 187578 | 14478} 987045] 1,497 43) 5422] 484 31 ae ue oe (| $3,876.90 
Se ae a 378 08 8,360 00 ah 500 00 626 85 1,135 th | 3,180 45 665 00 | $14,845 52 | — 
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Books OE a eer ree a REPRE aS 8 Re ae bene : 
sin Sr ad sponte Feary a hteseams Go 4 
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598 | 4,073 73 | i : 
segmallsteaiuccwieseit glad. 16: : 
— 646 87 | 
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Gniversal Btble Sunday 


HE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, at the request of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, has ashed the American churches to join 
with it in commemorating “ Uiversal Bible Sunday,’’ March 6th—the 
centennial of the organization of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
There will be commemorative services held all ober Great Britain and in 
many places throughout the World. In London King Edward and the 
Queen have signified their intention of attending a special service in St. 
Paul’s Cathedral, where the Archbishop of Canterbury wili preach. 
Already in this country arrangements are being made for similar serbices. 
There will be a union serbice held in St. John’s Protestant Episcopal 
Church, the historic center in Washington. President Roosevelt has been 
formally invited by the American Bible Society to be present, and has 
signified his acceptance of its invitation. Thus, in both countries, there 
Will be public recognition of the importance of the ebent commemorated. 
This event has reference not merely to a great British institution, but to 
the whole modern movement by which the Bible has been translated and 
circulated in more than four hundred languages and to the number of 
nearly three hundred million copies throughout the world. é 
In this work the American Bible Society has had a large share, next 
in amount to that of the British and Foreign Bible Society. It, therefore, — 
seems highly fitting that on Sunday, March 6th, there should be on the 
part of all Christian ministers and churches some appropriate recognition 
and remembrance of this work. 
May we not ash the Christian churches to eis in aoe prayer for 
the conquest of the World by the circulation of the same Book: that has — 
been of such. inestimable blessing to this nation? - . 


